














shy animals.

But several interesting
questions still remain.
Did they killed the wild
horses, buried with the
eight spears excavated,
at once? Where they
already able to preserve
meat? Did they share or
trade the meat with other
families?  Archaeology
is a most interesting
subject and always
leaves many questions
unanswered and open
for generations to come.

Throwing Sticks
Next to the spears also

another interesting
hunting weapon was
discovered. Experts
previously did not

consider throwing sticks
to have been used that
early in history. The example
from Schoningen is made from
pine wood and measures 78
centimeters. It is sharpened at
both ends and looks similar to
throwing sticks found in Australia
and California at a much later
stage.

Throwing sticks turn in the air and
hit small animals unconscious.
Therefore they have become a
simple and useful hunting weapon.
Later reports of throwing sticks
were recorded in Egypt and rock
engravings thereof were found in
Sweden. Throwing sticks were
much later commonly used during
the Neolithic Period and Bronze
Age in Europe.

Stone Artefacts

The Schdningen men must have
been fast moving hunters, who
traveled “light”. So their flint stone
tools were “one way” tools and
were left behind after the job was
done. Heavy stone tools were
not carried around, that would
have needed a bag. And bag
is a hindrance for skilled spear
throwers.

Stone tools were used to make
spears, as well as to cut meat
and skins. These flint stone
tools were skillfully produced on
site with few well pointed hits.
Nevertheless they were efficient
and sharp stone tools, which in
need were also sharpened again.

few examples | have
pictured in this articles.

onclusion
he ancient hunter and
patherers living at the
ime, who produced
and used these spears,
ad unexpected
ighly sophisticated
5kills.  They carefully
planned  their day’s
bctivities and  work.
he communication
and speaking skills of
omo heidelbergensis
ere also highly
leveloped. They were
bble to master various
echnical  skills to
produce perfect hunting
eapons. For their
racking and pursuing
hey used coordinated
and complex hunting
ptrategies to ensure
maximum success. In addition
experts found out, that our
Schoéningen  hunters  and
gatherers lived already in a
complex society structure in
small family groups with ten to
twenty members. A killed wild
horse would have served them
for a few days or a week.

The pictures of the reproduction
of a prehistoric hunter from
the Palaeon Museum show
a rather thoughtful intelligent
looking man, who barely differs
from our facial expressions
today. There is still a lot we will
discover about the surprising
advanced development stage
of our ancestors.




