


















in southern France reached a 
weight of up to 700 kilograms. 

The two ton heavy woolly rhino 
is today extinct. One of its two 
horns reached a length of up to 
1.5 meter. Males and females 
were forming one herd roaming 
together.

Excavated Objects 
A site always reveals more, when 
looking at the small items found 
and trying to put them into their 
context. This was not different 
at Lascaux, where these items 
told experts an interesting story 
about their creators and the way 
they did paint these amazing 
animal images. 

Over 100 lamps were discovered, 
some were still lying on a small 
ledge in the cave, as if they were 
left there yesterday. Some lamps 
were even skillfully decorated 
for example with a double 
�K�H�U�U�L�Q�J�E�R�Q�H�� �P�R�W�L�I�� �¿�W�W�H�G���R�Q�H�� �L�Q�W�R��
the other. 

�,�Q�� �D�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q�� �R�Y�H�U�� �������� �À�L�Q�W��
pieces were recovered, some 
with rubbed off corners from 
engravings on the walls. Also 
twenty eight bone tools were 
�I�R�X�Q�G���L�Q���W�K�H���À�R�R�U���V�H�G�L�P�H�Q�W�V����

Other telling items found there 
were cords, timber pieces and 
�K�R�O�H�V�� �L�Q���W�K�H���À�R�R�U���D�Q�G���V�L�G�H���Z�D�O�O�V��
for the scaffolding erected 
in the process. Experts are 
unsure about the presence of 
spear heads, which were also 
decorated with a six point star, 
elongated saltire cross or plain 
lines. 

From burials at the time we 
already know that the Cro-
Magnon Man loved jewelry. So 
�¿�I�W�H�H�Q�� �V�K�H�O�O�� �S�L�H�F�H�V�� �S�R�V�V�L�E�O�\��
from an amulet, plus one shell 
form produced from sandstone 
to be worn as pendent, did not 
surprise experts. 

Similar Sites 
The Gabillou and Villars caves 

both in Dordogne date from the 
same period and their rock art is 
very similar to Lascaux. 

�7�K�H�� �5�R�X�I�¿�J�Q�D�F�� �F�D�Y�H�� �L�Q�� �'�R�U�G�R�J�Q�H��
has about 250 petroglyphs, 150 
mammoth, bison, horses, ibex and 
rhino all dated some 3,000 years 
after Lascaux. 

The Laussel, Oreille d’Enfer and 
the Poisson rock shelters all three 
situated also in Dordogne date 
from the Gravettian Period between 
25.000 to 20.000 BP. 

Another important cave is Chauvet 
in Ardeche with 470 animal images. 
Here depictions with structured 
compositions were developed by 
ancient man already around 35.000 
years ago.

Comments
If you are visiting Lascaux you will 
�¿�Q�G�� �D�� �V�P�D�O�O�� �P�X�V�H�X�P�� �D�W�� �W�K�H�� �F�D�Y�H��
entrance and an informative visitor 
center at the town of Le Thot nearby 
which is worthwile visiting.

Two bison back-to-back with raised tails in the nave Group of horses in axial gallery
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In front of horse a line of symbol dots Brown deer with dark head and nice pair of antlers


